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cavity of the mouth alone is'engaged in the formation
of the first group, while both the resonance of the nasal
cavity and that of the open mouth together contribute
to the formation of the nasal vowels.

In the compound resonance of the nasal vowels, that
contributed by the nasal cavity must always be the
same, the form of that cavity being invariable. The
individuality of the different nasal vowels cannot, there-
fore, be due to the nasal cavity, but must rather be sought
for in the resonance of the cavity of the mouth. It is
just this, however, which gives individuality to the pure
vowels; they, therefore, must be regarded as the typical
vowels of which the nasal vowels are modifications.
This view will appear the more correct when we find how
comparatively limited is the actual application of the
nasal vowels.

The Pure Vowels.

In the formation of the pure vowels the nasal, cavity
is entirely shut off from the cavity of the mouth by the
elevation of the soft palate, and moreover, as we have
already shown, the closure is most complete in uttering
the vowel i, and least so in uttering <z, the intervening
degree following in the succession of a, e, o, u, i. Although,
however, the strength may vary (that is to say, the
pressure of the soft palate upon the posterior wall of the
pharynx), the closure is always so perfect that the entire
current of air can only escape through the cavity of the
mouth.

The resonance tube, through which the current of air
has to pass after it has been thrown into musical vibrar
tion in the larynx, is so formted that the current of air
If si traversesthe superior cavity of the larynx,, and